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SCA News

2020 SCA Arborist of the Year: David James
The SCA Arborist of the Year 
Award is an annual award typi-
cally presented during the SCA 
Field Day Annual Business 
Meeting, coinciding with the 
ISA Annual Conference. Due 
to the unique circumstances of 
2020, the SCA Field Day has 
had to shift focus, pushing to a 
future virtual event. For infor-
mation on the Virtual Field Day, 
keep an eye on the SCA website 
(www.sca-trees.org).

Despite the cancelled in-person 
event, the Society of Commer-
cial Arboriculture Board still 
wishes to recognize the 2020 recipient of the Arborist of 
the Year award, a person that has contributed much to the 
arboriculture industry over a long and storied career.

The SCA Arborist of the Year award recognizes an individual 
who has, through their professional and volunteer work, shown 
outstanding dedication to the field of commercial arboricul-
ture.  Nominees shall have demonstrated and advocated for 
high standards in the business of studying and managing trees. 

It is our honor to award the 2020 SCA Arborist of the Year 
award to David James. To commemorate this award, we 
asked for a few words from those that know best the hard 
work David has contributed throughout his career in the 
green industry. 

From Chris Walsh, ISA Board of Directors: 
David is a commercial tree care company owner; David James 
Tree Services (DJTS). DJTS in based in Blenheim, New Zea-

land, and services Marlborough 
and the top of the South Island. 
David is also an industry trainer, 
delivering utility line clearance 
and electrical awareness train-
ing throughout New Zealand.

His interests include trees, fami-
ly, wine, and the great outdoors. 
David is a keen tramper and 
fisherman and has a small vine-
yard where he supplies grapes to 
various Marlborough wineries. 

David is also a strong supporter 
of volleyball in Marlborough, as 
code to which he has also con-

tributed many hours of volunteer time. 

David James stepped down as the NZ Arborist Association 
(NZ Arb) Executive after 20 years of service. David has also 
represented NZ Arb on the ISA COR for the last 9 years, as 
well as serving as an NTCC chair and ITCC judge.

David has been heavily involved in the organisation of the 
New Zealand National Tree Climbing Competition since 
1999. He coordinated and ran the South Island Regional Tree 
Climbing Competitions for eleven years before taking over 
as the National Coordinator in 2010. In 2012, David joined 
the Asia-Pacific Tree Climbing Championship Operations 
Committee and was appointed Chair in 2015 - a role he still 
holds today. He has represented and championed the tree 
climbing sector on the NZ Arb Executive Committee for 
nine years. David is also a regular and respected Judge at the 
ITCC World Championship.

David’s time, involvement and contribution to Arboricultural 
Tree Climbing in New Zealand has seen the sport grow from 
a side-line conference event to a streamline show attracting 
sponsorship and international competitors. David has created 
a legacy of technical, scoring, and regional coordinators.  He 
has introduced a ‘kids-climb’ to inspire the young, and a New 
Arborist competition to recognise and encourage excellence 
in those new to the industry.  He also has built around the 
sport a strong network of volunteers that not only make the 
competitions run seamlessly, but also create a community 
of travelling supporters alongside those competing in the 
events themselves. 
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In 2016, David introduced a Volunteer of the Year Award 
to the New Zealand Arboricultural Association's annual 
awards evening that celebrates, recognises, and strengthens 
members of this community.

Realising that to maintain New Zealand's standing as the 
powerhouse of International Tree Climbing, David has 
sought funding for and implemented a Coach for the New 
Zealand Tree Climbing team, which has resulted in further 
international titles.

From Caitlyn Pollihan, ISA Executive Director: 
David has the longest service as chair of the Council of Rep-
resentatives and he has served on both the ISAITCC and the 
APTCC committees. He has been a passionate volunteer for 
his chapter and for ISA and he truly cares about promoting 
the profession and increasing the safety and knowledge of 
arborists.

From Dana Karcher, ISA Board of Directors: 
Ah David! His relentless dedication to CoR really made 
some positive changes in the organization and consequently, 
the ISA. (In fact, as chair of governance, David was always 

on my mind as we 
made changes to the 
role of CoR. He’d 
be proud to know 
that we just voted 
to give AOs a vote 
on CoR!)

His spirit of volun-
teerism is amazing. 
His work on ITCC 
has been important 
and needed.

On a personal note, 
David was always 
willing to listen, dis-
agree with grace, 
and willing to accept decisions that he didn’t always agree 
with. That is the mark of a good leader in
my opinion.

Congratulations, David!!
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David James and SCA Executive Director Rose 
Epperson, sharing a cold one at the 2014 SCA 
Field Day in Milwaukee, WI.
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